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January 2024THE SANGHA STREAM

Happy New Year, everyone! At the beginning of this New Year, I would like to extend my best regards to you
all.

Over the last year, innumerable people worldwide have been affected by natural disasters, such as earthquakes,
floods, and forest fires. I was particularly shocked by the wild fires that devastated the island of Maui in the state
of Hawaii. This disaster completely destroyed the temple hall of Lahaina Hongwanji Mission and one temple
member was reported to have lost his life. I would like to offer my deepest condolences to all who have perished
in those calamities. I would also like to express my sympathies to those who are still coping with the dire
situations. It is my sincere hope that all who have been affected will soon be able to return to a normal daily life.
The Russian invasion of Ukraine that began in February 2022 is still continuing. Not only that, conflict between
Israel and Palestine has once again flared up from October 2023, embroiling nations concerned with victimizing
a large number of people many of whom are civilians. Looking at the appalling state of the world, the following
words of Sakyamuni Buddha come to mind. “Everyone fears violence and is scared of death. In consideration of
all life, do not kill and do not make others kill.”

Every one of us who has received life as a human being, no matter the reason, must be ensured equally of human
rights, and no one’s life should be threatened. In reality, however, conflicts and terrorist attacks have occurred
everywhere in the world and for many people, their right to live and exist has been threatened. As Buddhists
who aspire for peace, we must keep Sakyamuni Buddha’s words seriously in our hearts and pursue our endeavor
of contributing toward world peace and security.
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During the last year, we observed the Joint Celebration of the 850th Anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth and
the 800th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching at Hongwanji, Kyoto for a total of 30
days, divided into 5 sessions during the period from March 29 to May 21. On this occasion, I would like to
express my heartfelt gratitude to those who came to Japan to attend, as well as those who supported it in various
ways. This celebratory event could be realized only because our predecessors have cherished the Jodo Shinshu
teaching as their spiritual foundation for many years no matter when or where they were, and carefully
transmitted it to us today.

Let us, too, continue listening to the teaching as the center of our life while cherishing each day.

January 1, 2024

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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T E M P L E  S E R V I C E  R E M I N D E R S

Monday, January 01, 2024 – New Year’s Day Service at 12:30 am
Sunday, January 7th - Shotsuki/Monthly Memorial Service at 10:00 am
Tuesday, January 9th - Meditation and Naikan Reflection from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Thursday, January 11th – Buddhism 101 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Sunday, Jaunary 14th – Ho-onko Service and Lunch
Thursday, January 18th – Buddhism 101 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Tuesday, January 23rd - Meditation and Naikan Reflection from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Thursday, January 25th – Buddhism 101 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm

JANUARY SERVICES
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U P C O M I N G  W O R K S H O P S  A N D  E V E N T S

Mochi is a traditional Japanese rice cake made from
glutinous rice. It is a popular treat throughout the year,
but it is most commonly associated with New Year
celebrations. 

Mochi is considered a symbol of good luck and
prosperity, and it is believed to bring longevity and
overall wellness for the New Year. We wish to embrace
those symbols and hope you and your loved ones have a
happy, healthy, and wonderous 2024.

Everyone is invited to join the sangha and the Dharma
Time class as we use the modern method (mochi
machines) to make the mochi and shape it with our own
hands. Or, just come to sample this tasty traditional treat.

Sunday, January 21st, 2024 after service

HERE MOCHI, MOCHI, MOCHI

We’ll be providing lunch service at the Calgary Drop-In
(DI) Centre. 

We leave after the Sunday service around 11:15am and
walk over to the DI together or meet there at 11:30am.
Ten volunteers are required, and the minimum age is 16
years old. 

Go to https://bit.ly/community-04Feb24 to register and
support the community!

Sunday, February 4th, 2024

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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The Calgary Buddhist Temple Sangha Engagement is
proud to offer this introductory workshop where
participants will have fun learning and working with
wool. There will be some hands-on components as well!

We have an engaging presenter who is excited to bring
her aptitude to share with us. Come join this wool
discovery session and find out what wool can do. Be
inspired and learn together with the Sangha!

Everyone is welcome to attend this free workshop but
please register at https://bit.ly/wool-u-b-mine so we know
how many people to expect.

Sunday, February 13th, 2024 at 2pm

WOOL YOU BE MINE?

And to go along with the theme and guaranteed to make you smile (or groan):

What’s the sheep’s moto? All’s wool that ends wool.
What did the sheep parent say to the lamb? It’s pasture bedtime.
What do you call two sheep who are dating? A relationsheep.
Accidents wool happen. 😊

All donations made at the temple this day or donations
made online which are identified “WF Dana Day” will go
to the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada
(JSBTC) Women’s Federation. The Dana Day donations
are consolidated with Temples across Canada and are
directed specifically to national organization(s) promoting
social welfare.

Last year, an impressive $4000 was given out: $2000
went to Indspire (https://indspire.ca), to support
Indigenous education, and $2000 went to the CareMakers
Foundation (https://caremakers.ca), to empower and assist
family caregivers in Canada.

For anyone unfamiliar with the word “Dana”, it refers to
giving without thought of receiving something in return.
The JSBTC Women’s Federation sincerely thank you all
for thinking of those who may be experiencing
challenges, and for supporting each other.

Sunday, March 24, 2024

JSBTC WOMEN’S
FEDERATION DANA DAY

https://indspire.ca/
https://caremakers.ca/


P A S T  W O R K S H O P S  A N D  E V E N T S

Our Give the Gift of Joy over the Holidays collections for
Make a difference one toy at a time/Women’s Centre of
Calgary AND Warm Pieces for Peace/Calgary Drop-In Centre
were a huge success thanks to this wonderful Sangha. Thank
you to everyone who contributed!

Thank you to ALL the people who kindly volunteered and
served at the Calgary Drop-In Centre throughout the year.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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Our Give the Gift of Joy over the Holidays collections
for Make a difference one toy at a time/Women’s Centre
of Calgary AND Warm Pieces for Peace/Calgary Drop-In
Centre were a huge success thanks to this wonderful
Sangha. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
GENEROUSITY!

Classes will be held on Saturday afternoons at The Calgary
Buddhist Temple from 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm.

The 5 classes are a series and the cost is $250 total including
flower material and instruction for Temple members or $300
for non-members. No refunds for missed classes.

Students must supply their own containers (please ask Rika for
a suitable size and shape), scissors and kenzan (frog). Contact
Rika if you need help selecting your items but these are not
supplied as part of the lesson.

March 16 and 30, April 13 and 27, and May 11

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm

SPRING IKEBANA CLASS

Rika Saruwatari trained under Ms. Takako Yokoyama, and became a certified Shihan (teacher) in 2012.

Rika’s contact info: rikaandshiro@gmail.com or call 403-701-0390

mailto:rikaandshiro@gmail.com


IKEBANA CENTERPIECE CLASSJ C  L E G A C I E S  U P D A T E S
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IKEBANA CENTERPIECE CLASSJ C  L E G A C I E S  U P D A T E S
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L I B R A R Y  N E W S
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Our library is organized! Thanks to those volunteers who helped –
especially Kim, who input all the new books into our library
spreadsheet.

Belle and Masaye

N O V E M B E R  D O N A T I O N S

Temple Donations

Evans, Kyle
Fitch, Chris

Greenleaf, Jessica 
Huntley, Susan

in memory of Keiko Hinatsu
Kitagawa, Susan

in memory of Mike Kitagawa
McCormack, Dan

Anonymous
Aiello, Rio

Cooper, Laurie
Csiki, Julianne 

Delisle, Yuri

MInamide, Elsie
in memory of Keiko Hinatsu

Ota, Fumi
PIttman, Craig and Cathy

Sano, Tracee
Tanaka, Harvey

Canada Helps Donations

Giggs, Melanie
Haddon, Samantha

Howard, Leslie
Martin, James

Stewart, Matthew
Sugimoto, Laura

Sugimoto, Sumire
Wright, Charlene

McCullagh, Bob
Miyanishi, Kiyoko
Robson, Tomiko




